
AFTERBURN: TABULA RASA SURVIVAL GUIDE 
Welcome to AfterBurn! It is of utmost importance that you stay within fenced areas, and off of 
private land around the event. Trespassing is illegal and jeopardizes the safety of our event, so 
please don’t do it! Do not cross barriers, fences, cones, caution tape or other visual or physical 
barriers. Stealing oranges is a felony offense. Don’t do it. Treat locals with courtesy, respect, 
and kindness NO MATTER WHAT. We are guests in their home, and would like to continue 
being welcomed back in the future.  
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What Is AfterBurn? 
AfterBurn is an experience and opportunity for diverse people to collectively build a temporary 
“utopic city” of their own creation. If you want to create a dazzling space where people can 



dance, or invent an interactive experience, or share your special healing power, or organize a 
toga party pub crawl, or build something big, crazy and beautiful then burn it down, this is your 
opportunity to bring that idea to life and gift it to the other participants. And since everyone is a 
participant like you, we all feel very connected to each other as we share our gifts that built our 
city, and volunteer a couple shifts of our time so our city can operate. 
In addition to the selfless joy of creating something and sharing it with others, we also get to 
enjoy the many diverse gifts from others, making every event unique and different. You will see 
yogis, massage therapists, musicians, fire performers, costumes, healers, thinkers, art, lights, 
fire, and a few random surprises that will blow your mind. You never know what you'll encounter, 
which is half the excitement. So bring us your passions, share your dreams, and meet some 
amazing souls along the way. Let us all be part of this incredibly beautiful experience together! 
 

2018 Theme: Tabula Rasa 

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

These are not rules – they’re ideals that offer guidance to how we as a community can reinvent 
the world. Burning Man co-founder Larry Harvey wrote the Ten Principles in 2004 as guidelines 
for the newly-formed Regional Network. They were crafted not as a dictate of how people 
should be and act, but as a reflection of the community’s ethos and culture. 
 

https://burntoranges.org/welcome-to-tabula-rasa-an-afterburn-project/
http://regionals.burningman.com/


 

RADICAL INCLUSION 

Anyone may be a part of Burning Man. We welcome and respect the stranger. No prerequisites 
exist for participation in our community. 

GIFTING 

Burning Man is devoted to acts of gift giving. The value of a gift is unconditional. Gifting does 
not contemplate a return or an exchange for something of equal value. 

DECOMMODIFICATION 

In order to preserve the spirit of gifting, our community seeks to create social environments that 
are unmediated by commercial sponsorships, transactions, or advertising. We stand ready to 
protect our culture from such exploitation. We resist the substitution of consumption for 
participatory experience. 

RADICAL SELF-RELIANCE 

Burning Man encourages the individual to discover, exercise and rely on his or her inner 
resources. 

RADICAL SELF-EXPRESSION 

Radical self-expression arises from the unique gifts of the individual. No one other than the 
individual or a collaborating group can determine its content. It is offered as a gift to others. In 
this spirit, the giver should respect the rights and liberties of the recipient. 



COMMUNAL EFFORT 

Our community values creative cooperation and collaboration. We strive to produce, promote 
and protect social networks, public spaces, works of art, and methods of communication that 
support such interaction. 

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

We value civil society. Community members who organize events should assume responsibility 
for public welfare and endeavor to communicate civic responsibilities to participants. They must 
also assume responsibility for conducting events in accordance with local, state and federal 
laws. 

LEAVING NO TRACE 

Our community respects the environment. We are committed to leaving no physical trace of our 
activities wherever we gather. We clean up after ourselves and endeavor, whenever possible, to 
leave such places in a better state than when we found them. 

PARTICIPATION 

Our community is committed to a radically participatory ethic. We believe that transformative 
change, whether in the individual or in society, can occur only through the medium of deeply 
personal participation. We achieve being through doing. Everyone is invited to work. Everyone 
is invited to play. We make the world real through actions that open the heart. 

IMMEDIACY 

Immediate experience is, in many ways, the most important touchstone of value in our culture. 
We seek to overcome barriers that stand between us and a recognition of our inner selves, the 
reality of those around us, participation in society, and contact with a natural world exceeding 
human powers. No idea can substitute for this experience. 
We ask all participants to 

● Ask first 
● Protect the community 
● Protect the land 

 
 



VOLUNTEERS: WE NEED YOU! 

 
AfterBurn is an event that only happens each year because volunteers put in hundreds of hours, 
both during the event and throughout the year. Communal Effort means that we all sacrifice a 
little fun time so that we all get a chance to experience something special. 
 
We are always looking for enthusiastic burners that want to help out, so volunteer your time! If 
you miss out on volunteering ahead of the event, contact the Volunteer Coordinator through the 
Greeter’s Station and ask whether there are any open shifts. 
 
All volunteers must check in at the appropriate department (Rangers at Ranger HQ, Sanctuary 
volunteers at Sanctuary, etc.) to ensure your volunteer hours are properly recorded.  You want 
your hours properly recorded, because this is how you get access to early directed ticket sales 
to future events.  You must sign in and out with your team lead to get volunteer credit. 

 
 



GETTING TO AFTERBURN 
 
Address: 
Hills of Tomorrow 
25 Sand Lake Road 
Bartow, FL 
 
Directions: 
If coming from Orlando: Take I-4 West, to 27 South (exit 55), for 23 miles to 60 West, then 10 
miles to 80 Ft Rd.  
From Highway 60, go South at 80 Ft Road (Citgo on corner; there isn't a traffic light). After 3.6 
miles take right at Sand Lake Road (just after many orange groves). Enter first open gate on left 
(before top of hill). Welcome Home. Please follow these instructions and any event signage! 
 
This a rural neighborhood, please drive slowly and cautiously.  Remember, there may be local 
law enforcement presence, please secure your loads and don’t give them reason to pull you 
over.  We want to have a positive impact on the surrounding community!  
 

 



ON ARRIVAL 
You must arrive during the Gate’s official hours, or you will not be admitted. Please remember 
that there is NO re-entry without prior approval. Participants only! No spectators, please. 

GATE HOURS 
Friday: 8 am – Midnight 
Saturday: 8 am – 6 pm 
Sunday 8 am – 7 pm (exit only, no entry) 

ENTERING AFTERBURN 
 

● All Waivers will be filled out onsite.  Printed waivers brought from home will NOT be 
accepted.  DO NOT PRINT IT OUT AND BRING IT WITH YOU.  This will be considered 
MOOP (matter out of place) and you will be harshly chastised for bringing it to the gate. 
We will have the approved waivers waiting for you when you check in.  

● You must have a valid, non-expired government-issued photo ID that matches your 
name and birthdate.  

● The name on the ticket must match the person using it for entry. To change the name on 
the ticket, call BrownPaperTickets.com at 1-800-838-3006 and select option #1 or #2. 

● Upon verifying both photo ID and name on the ticket, you will be wrist banded.  
● No ticket? No entry. No exceptions.  There will be absolutely no ticket sales at the 

Gate…as in zero. 
● Keep your wristband on at all times. This proves you've been granted access into our 

private event, and helps us attach you to your emergency contact info. 
● This is a no re-entry event. Once you choose to leave, you will not be allowed to reenter. 
● Entry into the event is only available during Gate Hours. When the gate is closed, no one 

has permission to enter the property! Doing so is trespassing and could result in legal 
action or banning from future events. 

● No one is allowed entry onto the property after 6 pm on Saturday. 
● Participants under 18 years old must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 
● All parents and guardians are required to register each minor in their care at the Gate 

Station. 
● Participants at AfterBurn who are 21 years and up will receive a wristband identifying 

them as such. You may not gift alcohol to those under 21! 
● Everyone older than 2 must have a ticket to enter the event. 
● Do not show up to the event without a ticket. Tickets are not sold at the Gate. 

GATE RULES 
● Please pay close attention to gate and parking volunteers at all times. 
● All vehicles are subject to search. 
● Firewood (except sold by the landowner) is not allowed. 
● Fireworks, Chinese lanterns, weapons, glass, illegal substances, handheld lasers, and 

trampolines are not allowed. 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/
https://burntoranges.org/blurb-of-bob-vol-2-no-3-2018/


● “Service Animals” as defined by the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) may 
accompany a disabled owner – All other animals, including pets and emotional support 
animals, are prohibited and will be turned away at the Gate without admission. Please 
pre-register your service animal by emailing ECTeam@burntoranges.org so that we can 
best accommodate your circumstances and simplify the entry process.  

● Exit and re-entry, i.e., “ins and outs”, are only allowed in cases of emergency. If you 
must leave the event early, your wristband will be removed at the Gate and you will not 
be allowed re-entry. 

● In case of emergency, re-entry will be allowed on a case-by-case basis and you will be 
allowed to keep your wristband on and to re-enter the event. 

● Be aware that you may be directed to a “waiting lot” until the placement crew is available 
to direct you to camping areas.  You may park in the waiting lot and walk in to determine 
where you would like to camp.  You may only drive your vehicle in after being directed by 
placement crew. 
 

 



 

PARKING AND UNLOADING 

● Carpooling with friends, family, camp-mates, or random strangers is highly encouraged. 
AfterBurn’s site has limited parking available. Upon arrival, you may drop off your gear at 
your location. 

● You may not camp in the parking lot. 
● Consistent with our Decommodification Principle, no vehicle (or anything) should display 

any advertising, business logos, decals, etc. If your vehicle has these, they should be 
completely covered up. 

● All trailers, campers, RVs, and motorized vehicles will be anchored for the duration of the 
event.  

● Only registered vehicles used for camping will be allowed to park inside the event area. 
We encourage you to decorate or disguise your vehicle to keep our event from looking 
like a parking lot. 

● Upon arrival, you will be permitted one hour to carefully drive your vehicle to your camp 
spot, unload your gear, then move it to its assigned parking area for the remainder of the 
event. Once it's parked, your may not move it until you're ready to leave. 

● When you're ready to leave, if the Gate is open, you will again be allowed one hour to 
carefully drive into the event area to your camp spot, load your gear, then exit the event 
area. If the Gate is not open, you will not be allowed to leave the event. If it's an 
emergency, communicate with the Event Coordinator to see if an exception can be 
made. 

● Reentry onto the property is not allowed so be sure to have everything you need for the 
duration of the event. 

● Due to dramatic elevation changes on the property, RVs must be pre-registered and will 
all be placed in one area.  It is helpful to let us know your RV is part of a theme camp 
when registering.  

● RV’s will only be allowed to park at the top of the hill, smaller vehicles are allowed to 
camp in the open camping area or with theme camps.  There will be NO VEHICLES 
ALLOWED IN THE FORESTED AREAS.  

● Travel trailers pulled with a 4x4 vehicles may camp in the field, but be aware that any 
towing will be at your own expense.  Same goes goes for car 

 
 

AT THE EVENT 
● Please see our Code of Conduct on the website for details on expected participant 

behavior. 
● Only Mutant Vehicles, bicycles, emergency and administrative vehicles are allowed to 

cruise around. Drive very slowly (5 mph). Joyriding, or any other misuse of any vehicle is 
grounds for eviction from the event 

● There are no ice sales this year. Bring enough to last the event and keep it in coolers. 



● In the spirit of Decommodification, there will be no other sales or concessions of any kind 
at AfterBurn. 

● Respect the art and artists at AfterBurn by only modifying artwork with the permission of 
the artist. If you see someone vandalizing artwork, ask them to stop or inform a Ranger if 
necessary. 

● Abide by all relevant local, state and federal laws. If you see law enforcement officers, be 
friendly. AfterBurn cooperates with all local, county, state, and federal officials. 

● Do not cross visual or physical barriers.  This is trespassing, is illegal, and is grounds 
for eviction from the event with no recourse.  This is your only warning. 

 
 

SPECIAL NOTE: FIRE ANTS 

This is Florida, and that means there are fire ants. Have you ever been bitten by a fire ant? If 
you have, you KNOW it's not fun. At all. So be smart, and know that you are sharing space with 
these insects at AfterBurn. So keep an eye out for fire ant mounds, wear closed toed shoes, and 
be mindful where you set up your camp.  
 
What is a fire ant, you may wonder? The fire ant is a wingless insect that prefers sunny grassy 
areas to start their colonies, which sometimes go years without being detected until a very 
uncomfortable meet up happens. What makes a fire ants bite so painful is they hit with a two 
punch interaction. First they bite with their mandibles latching onto the skin, then they curve 
their bodies and sting with a rear stinger attached to the end of their abdomen. Fire ants are 
also able to bite multiple times within seconds. 
 
If you're bitten by a fire ant, you will feel a burning sensation — hence the name fire ant. Once 
bitten, the skin starts to form a small wheal similar to a normal ant bite followed by itching, 



redness, and sometimes swelling. Within the next 24 hours a pustule develops at the site that 
ruptures within several days. These bites have the possibility to leave small scars as well. If you 
feel nauseated, experience vomiting or diarrhea, or have a hard time breathing, seek medical 
attention immediately. 
 
There are simple steps to help alleviate the pain associated with fire ant bites. 
Respect the art and artists at AfterBurn by only modifying artwork with the permission of the 
artist. If you see someone vandalizing artwork, ask them to stop or inform a Ranger if 
necessary. 
 

● Start by cleansing the area with cool soapy water. 
● If available, take a Benadryl or similar antihistamine to reduce swelling and help with the 

reaction of the venom from the ant bite. 
● Ibuprophen or Advil will also help reduce pain from the bite if needed. 
● Apply an ice pack or ice wrapped in a towel to the area to reduce swelling. 
● Applying Hydrocortisone and calamine lotion to the site will help with the burning and 

itching symptoms. 
 

After these treatments have been performed keep a close eye on your bite site to make sure 
your bites are not getting infected. Always keep the area clean and do not pop the pustules that 
result from the bite. Popping the pustules make you more susceptible for infection and scarring. 
If needed seek medical attention if these at home remedies don’t provide relief or the bite site 
seems to worsen. 

 
 

THE INDABA 
An Indaba is a tribal conference, the word coming from the Zulu word for “business” or “matter”.  
 
The Indaba’s goal is to promote participation in the community by providing a place where 
artists can discuss their artistic processes, exhibit their work, and show everyone “how they got 
there.” Participants will also be able to host community-led talks, workshops, and events. Spend 
some time in the Indaba to ensure that art continues to thrive at AfterBurn. 
 
 We invite Artists and community leaders to teach workshops and lead discussions on 
large-scale participatory art, sharing what they’ve learned so an entire generation of skills may 
be passed down. 
 
If you have art that needs placement, please contact the Art Attack Department before or during 
the event. We will do everything we can to get your art placed in a desirable location. Contacting 
the Art Attack Department ahead of time is the best way to ensure desirable placement. 

 

https://burntoranges.org/welcome-to-the-indaba/


CONSENT 

What is consent? 
Sexual consent is an agreement that requires people are of legal age, are properly informed, 
are not under coercion, and are not incapacitated. The consent model holds that one person 
proposes an action and the other gives permission for it. Consent is the bare minimum required 
for legal and ethical sexual activity.  There are a lot of things that do not imply consent. Sexy 
costumes are not consent, nudity is not consent, being drunk is not consent, being underage is 
not consent, being asleep is not consent, and being too scared to resist is not consent. 
Consent may be withdrawn at any time. If you have agreed to start something and find that it 
feels wrong to you, you have the right to stop it, and your partner has the obligation to honor 
your change of heart. Losing the ability to say “No” through intoxication also withdraws consent. 
Nudity, skimpy clothing, or even raunchy behaviour is not an invitation to have sex or any form 
of intimate physical contact. The only invitation is a clearly spoken invitation. The bottom line? 
Just be cool by respecting other people’s bodies and personal space.  For a really good 
explanation of how consent works, check out this great video.  Please see our Code of Conduct 
page on the website for more details. 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
AfterBurn is a private event and we expect participants to approach photography respectfully. 
There is no filming without express permission. Ask first.  You have the ultimate responsibility 
for your image, and should ask photographers or videographers how your image will be used. 
No drones are allowed. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQbei5JGiT8


 

CAMPING AND HYGIENE 
Theme Camps are given clearly marked camping spots. Open Camping placement is on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. Please be mindful not to block the pathways! 
 
Afterburn is 100% primitive camping.  

● No hookups. 
● No dumping.  
● No showers.  
● No potable water.  
● Porta-Potties are set up around the property.  

 
Only the 3 Ps are allowed in the Porta-Potties:  

● Pee 
● Poop 
● Paper 

 
Absolutely No  

● Wet wipes 
● Tampons 
● Plastic or any other objects  

 
Please do not poop in the forest or lake.  Not only is that totally gross (and illegal) but if you 
need a physical deterrent there are legit alligators that will totally eat you.  There is 



ABSOLUTELY NO SWIMMING, WADING, OR ENTERING THE LAKE OF ANY KIND.  EVER. 
Yes, we are totally serious about the alligators.  No this is not snark.  Please be prepared for 
typical Florida camping conditions.  There are snakes, coyotes, spiders, ants, mosquitos, and 
other critters.  We recommend closed toed shoes be worn.  Bring bug spray, mosquito coils, or 
whatever else you need to be prepared to fight off insects.  Outdoor yard foggers are frowned 
upon due to the toxic effect on others around you.  Yard sprays like roundup home defence are 
okay.  
 
Please secure all food and personal items. There have been “critter” sightings around the 
property, including coyotes and racoons.  The noise and activity is usually enough to deter 
these animals from joining our party, but they just can’t deny an easy meal.  Secure your trash 
and food items, or you may have unwelcome furry visitors at your campsite.  
 
Please be responsible about your tent stakes and ropes in order to prevent drunken burners 
(possibly yourself) from incurring unnecessary wounds. Illuminating guide wires and ground 
stakes are highly recommended. 

● All generators must have a sound baffle. 
● DO NOT run electrical cords across roads or walkways or “trench” electrical wires. 

 
Remember that while Open Camping is quieter than the rest of AfterBurn, no place at AfterBurn 
is quiet. Some theme camps run music at a lower volume over the entire weekend. Please see 
the Sound policy on the website for specific rules. 
 
Do NOT leave your house without sunscreen and bug repellant!  You will have a bad 
experience if you do not have these things! 

 
 

CAMPFIRES 

Fires are only allowed in designated areas or within a burn container. Florida isn't a desert; 
there are plenty of highly combustible trees, grass, and other organics around. No open ground 
fires are allowed at or around personal camping areas. All personal fires must be contained in 
some type of burn barrel to protect the ground from scarring and fires from spreading. Tiki 
Torches are not allowed. 

Some of the wood found on site is toxic when burned.  Please know before you burn. 
 

EFFIGY 
 
AfterBurn’s Effigy Burn is the pinnacle of the event; the Saturday night inferno around a large 
wooden sculpture designed and built by a hard-working crew of Effigy volunteers. Please honor 

https://eplaya.burningman.org/viewtopic.php?t=12918


this art by not intentionally damaging, defacing, or burning it. Do not smoke or using open 
flames nearby. Participants may leave memories and (non-destructive) thoughts on the Effigy. 
The tentative time for Effigy burn on Saturday night is 8:00 P.M., but varies based on weather 
and other factors. 
 

 

FIRE CONCLAVE 
The Fire Conclave is a major fire performance put on by approved performers at the Effigy in 
advance of the burn. Want to add your passion and special flare to Conclave? Want to spin fire 
and shake your booty with your friends at the base of the effigy just before it burns? 
If you answered, yes, AWESOME! Everyone is welcome to be a part of Conclave. At the event, 
find someone from CATS for more information. 

 

LEAVE NO TRACE POLICY 
Leave No Trace means that we must leave the site in better condition than we found it.  
Each participant must remove ALL items they brought with them – including their trash – when 
they leave the site.  
  
There are no trash cans at the event.  Take everything back to your camp and place it in a 
secured contractor strength trash bag.  



 
● If you bring it in, you are responsible for taking it out. You must haul out your own trash. 
● Have separate containers for recycling and bring drinks in crushable aluminum cans 

instead of heavy/breakable glass.  Heavy contractor bags work well. It’s a good idea to 
bring at least two more trash bags than you will need for your camp’s trash and 
recycling.  This is for ALL campers, not just theme camps. 

● Think ahead about how you will deal with wet and dry trash. 
● Start with less trash: buy in bulk and remove excess packaging before you go.Take the 

cracker bag out and leave the cardboard box at home.  Remove your beer from the 
plastic rings before you stick it in your cooler. 

● If you are in a theme camp, get together with the others in your camp and make a 
camp-wide plan for cleaning up. 

● For your personal camp area, make sure you take time to pick up MOOP. 
● Never let it hit the ground. Be an Earth Guardian for your camp and make sure things 

are kept tidy. 
● Prevent the release of other items that disturb the property such as excessive gray 

water, chemicals, gasoline, cleaning detergents or any other non-native items. 
● Do not disturb the wildlife. They were there first. 
● Organic items such as banana peels, eggshells, etc. are also considered MOOP and 

need to be removed upon departure. 
● Plan to spend two hours cleaning communal areas of litter: the effigy field, roads, river 

banks, trails and commons. 
● Pick up a set of reusable eating utensils and a cup.  BRING A REUSABLE CUP.  
● A Nalgene or similar bottle will be ideal for hydration, and creates a lot less waste when 

pouring from a 2.5 gallon cube of water than individual water bottles.  Individual plastic 
water bottles will get you major side eye here.  

● Please respect the greater community by not dumping your trash at the nearest rest stop 
— take it all the way home. 

● We ask each participant to do 2 hours of MOOP patrolling in common areas throughout 
the weekend, as well as in your own camp.  It’s not just about your camp, but all about 
all the spaces you enjoyed. We leave the entire event site as if we were never there. 

 
As mentioned above, please be aware of critters.  Critters love garbage.  Please secure your 
garbage.  Please secure your food.  You do not want to come back to your campsite looking like 
a crime scene.  If it’s wind, or animals, or your kids, or you, it is your responsibility to leave no 
trace and clean it up.  Better yet, take our advice and secure your trash and belongings 
properly! 

 

SOUND PROTOCOLS 
AfterBurn respects the needs and regulations of the communities surrounding the event. Some 
of your music may travel beyond our perimeter and into these communities. Therefore, we must 



limit high-powered sounds to reasonable hours. Please comply with requests from event staff to 
turn sound off or down.  Failure to comply could be grounds for eviction.  Don’t be that person! 
 
Please be courteous of your neighbors.  Unbaffled generators SUCK for EVERYONE around 
them.  Please have a sound dampening plan for your generator.  And for the love of god, don’t 
vent it towards someone’s tent.  It’s dangerous and rude.  If you don’t know how to baffle your 
generator, there are plenty of resources out there to help you.  Try here, here, or here!   
 

 
 

MUTANT VEHICLES 
Mutant Vehicles are the crazy mobile art you see rolling around during AfterBurn. Owners are 
responsible for the use and behavior of the vehicle at all times – misuse of an Art Car or any 
vehicle is grounds for eviction from the event. If you are planning to bring a Mutant Vehicle to 
the event you must pre-register with the Department of Mutant Vehicles. If you have any 
questions, visit the Vehicles page.

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
Volunteers will be available as needed. A Sanctuary member will be provided for those who 
need a quiet, calm space where you can speak to someone or take a breather. 
The Sanctuary Tent will be clearly marked. Seek help at Sanctuary directly, or we can come to 
you. Please ask an on-duty volunteer or Ranger if you need health and safety assistance. 
If you have a pre-existing medical condition that you feel may become a problem during the 
event, please make a campmate aware of it and inform the ESD Medical Team. In case of an 

https://eplaya.burningman.org/viewtopic.php?t=12918
http://www.quietgeneratorsforsale.com/make-a-portable-generator-quieter/
https://eplaya.burningman.org/viewtopic.php?t=67646


emergency, contact ESD HQ if you need unspecified assistance or if you can't find anyone with 
a radio. 
 

Emergencies Involving 911 
ESD volunteers are also your portal to off-site medical care locations. While you have the right 
to contact 911 directly, please try and route the request through a Ranger or an ESD Team 
volunteer so that we can remain “in the loop” and facilitate. In the event you need to be 
evacuated to a hospital or wish to travel to one yourself, contact ESD Medical. We will provide 
information or assistance to get you to the local hospital or Urgent Care Center. 

Safety Basics 
● You’re expected to rely on yourself for all your basic needs. Please prepare for rain, wind 

and other extreme weather. Failure to do so may result in way less of a good time. 
● If you’re severely allergic to bee stings, or bug bites, please take the appropriate 

precautions. A once-over check for ticks before you leave is a good idea, too. 
● We encourage self-reliance in all situations, but some medical precautions are in place, 

including a volunteer medical team and an on-call ambulance if needed. Please help us 
to help you by bringing a basic first-aid kit with each group and know how to use it. 

● A burn can be an intense experience, and preparing mentally can be just as important as 
physically. Check out Nowhere Burn’s Emotional Survival Guide: 
http://www.goingnowhere.org/en/generalinfo/emotional-survival-guide 

Rangers: Here to Help 
AfterBurn Rangers are first and foremost citizens of AfterBurn. They help to preserve the safety, 
welfare, and quality of experience of our community while supporting participants. They are 
burners and participants just like you – they are not “law enforcement.” Pairs of Rangers can be 
found circulating the event, helping out as needed. They carry radios to access additional 
resources such as Emergency Services (Fire & Medical) and are trained to mediate disputes. 
Rangers do prefer that you practice radical self-reliance first, and ask for help second – but 
participants are encouraged to ask for assistance when they need it.  If you’re interested in 
joining the ranks of the Rangers please speak with a Ranger. 

Parenting at AfterBurn 
Little burners under 18 years of age must be accompanied by a 21+ parent or guardian at all 
times during the event.  It’s your responsibility to determine how much of it your lil’ burners are 
exposed to.  Failing to adequately supervise minors in your care is your fastest ticket out of 
AfterBurn, as you will be immediately ejected without exception.  Let your kids know in advance 
about the kind of things that they will or might see and hear. Talk to them about common-sense 
safety – advise them to be cautious about getting too close to aggressive art, destructive robots, 
moving vehicles, and playing in ash heaps or burn scars. You may want to consider earplugs or 
noise blocking earmuffs if you’re going to be hanging out near sound camps.  For more tips on 
bringing your children to an event, please see this informative page on BM.com. 

http://www.goingnowhere.org/en/generalinfo/emotional-survival-guide
http://www.burningman.com/preparation/event_survival/kids_at_bm.html


Fire Performance Safety 
Fire is a spectacular part of our event, when done safely and in a controlled manner. The Fire 
Art Safety Team (CATS) requires that you contact us first regarding fire sculptures, flame effects 
and open fires. All physical fire art requires prior pre-event signup. All fire art requires inspection 
on-site, which may require a phone interview to discuss your art and safety plan.  
 

Fire Spinning 
All participants are welcome to spin fire at their own risk, as long as proper safety procedures 
are followed. All Fire Safeties and Fire Performers must attend a Fire Safety Training prior to 
their first shift or performance.

 

DPW 
AfterBurn happens, in part, through the hard work of a few bold soldiers known as the 
Department of Public Works, who provide the infrastructure, power, and grunt work necessary 
for the event to run smoothly. The DPW reminds you that if it’s not yours, don’t mess with it. 
Things put in place by DPW, like signage, fire rings, and safety barriers, are there for a reason.

 

EXODUS 
Sunday – November 11th  
All participants except for select pre-approved volunteers must begin departure no later than 4 
pm, and be off property by 7 pm.  Gates will open at 8:00 am on Sunday to begin exodus.  If you 
need to leave prior to this, please contact the event coordinators so we can coordinate your 
exodus.  Gates will be locked prior to the effigy burn, and you will not be able to leave due to a 
physical barrier.  Please make sure to Leave No Trace at your campsite and try to pick up 
anything you may find along the way. We know trash is not a fun traveling companion, but it is 
vitally important that everything you pack out ends up at your own home, NOT on the side of the 
road or in private dumpsters! 
 
If you’d like to help the Leave No Trace team on Sunday and potentially beyond, please 
volunteer with the Department of Cleanliness. 


